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who naturally disapprove of any measure tending to
increase the power and influence of District Officers.
But this system was no invention of the British.
It was inherited from our predecessors in title, and
is by no means unpopular with the masses, being in
strict accordance with native theories of govern-
ment, and not open to criticism from any point of
view but that of the advanced countries of Western
Europe, with which it is simply ridiculous to com-
pare India. The District Magistrates, as a fact,
rarely try criminal cases, but it is their duty to
repress crime, and not merely to sit down and
wait for evidence, often of little value. Again, the
creation of stipendiary magistrates for the disposal
of criminal cases, now tried by revenue officers,
would cost large sums of money, and would benefit
no one, except the Babus, who would obtain the new
appointments.

Natives of Europe and of India are subject to
the same civil and criminal jurisdiction, except that
European British subjects may only be arraigned
before a judge or a magistrate who is a Justice of the
Peace, and they can claim a jury, of which not less
than half the number are Europeans or Americans.

Those who remember the nearly successful
charge brought by some Bengalis against a Euro-
pean, who had been shooting near their village, and
reflect upon the ease with which a corpse can be
produced, furnished with the necessary wounds,